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the following sentences from the same publica-
tion are instructive : cc The considerable growth
of the excise revenue in recent years is due
mainly to higher rates of duty and stricter
excise control, and does not indicate a corre-
sponding increase in  consumption,  although
some   increase   has   occurred    through    the
expansion   of   population,   and   the   greater
prosperity of certain classes.    There has been
a   large   and  continuous  reduction   in   the
iramber of country spirit shops in the principal
provinces.     The  Government  consider that
shops should not be so few that each has a
monopoly over a wide area, lest prices should
be   unduly   raised   and   illicit practices  en-
couraged.    Measures  are being   taken   both
to  redistribute   and  to  reduce   the  number
of  existing   shops,   as  well   as   to  improve
the    quality    of   the    liquors    sold.      The
Government ...   in    a    Eesolution   dated
September, 1905, . . . declared that . . .their
settled policy was to minimise temptation for
those  who  do not drink, and to discourage
excess  amongst those  who  do.     The   most
effective way of forwarding this policy was to
make    the   tax    upon   liquor   as   high    as